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TO:
Applicants for Statutory Plans & Amendments, Land Use Bylaw Amendments, Subdivisions and Development Permits.

RE:
SUSTAINABILITY SCREENING PROCESS REQUIREMENTS
Background & Purpose


The Town of Canmore Council adopted the Sustainability Screening Report (SSR) process on July 3, 2007  (Resolution 334-2007). 
Through the SSR process Council requires that proponents for significant planning and development proposals come before Council at a public meeting to demonstrate how a project will benefit the community.  This reflects Council’s intent that proponents should have the Foundational Values and Guiding Principles of Mining the Future: A Vision for Canmore, at the forefront of their thinking when planning a project within the Town of Canmore.

Only after Council has approved a Sustainability Screening Report will applications for  affected  statutory plans, land use bylaw amendments, subdivisions and development permits be deemed  complete and ready for review and processing by the Town.               

What Is “Sustainability”?

The Mining The Future process used the following basic definition of “sustainability”:
“Integrating our social, economic and environmental activities in ways that will enable us to meet the needs for today without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”
Inherent in this definition is the idea of a “precautionary principle” which acknowledges that a community’s future needs may be known only imperfectly.  Therefore decisions will seek to minimize compromising the needs and opportunities of community residents in the future. The SSR process is one means through which Council will direct the community towards a sustainable future based on principles that are expected to stand the test of time.
Process
Proponents should familiarize themselves with the attached SSR process and then prepare a Sustainability Screening Report utilizing the matrix in Schedule “A”.  The Principles, Goals and sample questions in the matrix should not be interpreted as a “checklist”.  Rather, Council will evaluate how the proposal addresses the relevant principles and goals in the matrix.  
In order to successfully complete a Sustainability Screening Report proponents will need to be familiar with A Vision for Canmore (canmore.ca/mining the future), the system conditions of The Natural Step (naturalstep.ca), and the 1998 Canmore Municipal Development Plan (canmore.ca/MDP).  Alberta’s Municipal Sustainability Planning Guidelines (msp.munilink.net) provide an additional source of information and ideas.  

NOTE:  For the convenience of applicants, the reverse side of this memo contains an abbreviated, step-by-step summary of the Sustainability Screening Process.
OVERVIEW OF REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPLETING 

A SUSTAINABILITY SCREENING REPORT

Step #1:
Determine by reviewing the SSR Process and/or from Town staff whether or not the proposed statutory plan, plan amendment, land use bylaw amendment, subdivision or development is subject to the SSR process.


Step #2:
As early as possible in the evolution of an eligible project, prepare a Sustainability Screening Report (SSR) based on the requirements of the SSR process utilizing the matrix in Schedule “A” as a starting point – not as a “template”.  

Applicants will need to be familiar with the 2006 Mining the Future: A Vision for Canmore, the Town’s 1998 General Municipal Plan, and the system conditions of The Natural Step in order to successfully complete an SSR.
Step #3:
Submit the completed SSR to Planning & Engineering Services.

Town staff will place the SSR on the next available Council agenda and schedule a public meeting if required.  Applicants may use the Civic Centre Atrium for an “open house” prior to a public meeting. 


Step #4:
Based on the SSR and (where applicable) the results of the public meeting, Council determines whether the proposal is sustainable and of sufficient benefit to the community.

If Council does not accept the initial SSR an amended Report needs to be submitted based on Council comments and Step #3 is repeated.


Step #5:
Once the SSR is accepted by Council administration reviews the file and the application proceeds through the remainder of the review and approval process (first reading, subdivision approval, Canmore Planning Commission, etc).  




Eng-plan/policies-external/ SSR/ Approved cover memo/ July 2007

